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ABSTRACT. This article focuses on the question of the novelty of metaphors that arise during actualization of social and
military-political conflicts and protests in which law enforcement agencies are described by means of metaphorical militarization. In
this regard, the author considers the existing classifications of the novelty of the newly discovered metaphors and the methods for its
determination. For reasons of convenience and speed of transmission of news reports, as well as the opportunity of discussion in
chats, the Telegram messenger is of particular interest. By means of the continuous sampling method, the author has chosen 349
user comments regarding the image of law enforcement officers in order to further consider options for determining the degree of
novelty of figurative word usage according to the classifications discussed below. A number of lexical transformations of the word
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of the material analyzed, the author considers it possible to single out two more criteria that allow determining the novelty of meta-
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Kpurepuu onpeaesiennsst HOBU3HbI MeTa(op co chepoii-uCTOYHUKOM
«BoMHa» HA MOCTCOBETCKOM NPOCTPAHCTBE B HEHHCTUTYHMOHAJILHOM
MOJIMIEICKOM UHTEePHET-AUCKYypCe

AHHOTANMS. B dannoii cmamve ucciedosamenbCkuti unmepec npeocmagisnenm 0npoc 0 Ho8usHe Memaghop, 603Hu-
KAiowux npu axkmyam3ayuy COYUAIbHbIX U 60€HHO-NOIUMUYECKUX KOHQIUKMOS U NPOMeCcmos, 8 KOMOPbIX CPeoCmeamu
Memagopuneckol MUIUMapu3ayuu ONUCLIBAIOMCS NPAGOOXPAHUMENbHbIE Opeanbl. B ceéaszu ¢ smum agmop paccmampusaem
cywjecmsyiowgue KiaccuQurkayuu Ho8U3Hbl 0OHAPYICEHHbIX Memagdop u cnocobwl ee onpedenenus. Mcxoos uz yoobecmea u
cKopocmu nepeoayy HOBOCHHbBIX C8000K, A MAKIICE 803MOICHOCMU 06CYICOCHUsI 8 Yamax, 0Co0bIL uHmMepec nPeocmagisiem
meccenooicep «Telegramy. Memodom cnnownoil evibopku 6wi10 omobpano 349 omsple06 noavzoeamenet, KAcarOwuxcs 0o-
paza compyoHuKos npagoOXpAHUMENbHbIX OP2aH08, 01 OANbHelue20 PACCMOMPEHUs 8APUAHMOE8 ONpeOeieHUs Cmenenu
HOBU3HbL 00PA3HO20 C080YNOMPEONeHUs N0 PACCMOMPEHHBIM HUdice Kiaccupurayusm. Taxoice 6viasieH psd NeKCUYeCKUx
mparcgopmayuil cio8oynompedieHUl, 6CMpPeuaouuUxcs 8 KOMMEHMAapUsX, XapaKkmepusyouux npagooxpanumenbHvle op-
eawnvl unu ux Oeticmsus. Ha ocnoee npoananuzuposannozo mamepuania agmop cuumaem 603MONCHbIM GblOeUmb euje 08a
Kpumepust, NO360JAIOWUX ONPeOeunb HOGU3HY Memagop ¢ y4emom HOBOU GUPMYALbHOU MeOULiHOU cpede, 8 KOMOpoll OHU
peanusyromes. Takum obpazom, kpumepuii NOIUMUYECKOU AKMYATbHOCIU ONOCPeO0yemcs aKmyanibHol HOBOCMHOU Nogecm-
KOU U CUMYamueHOl NPuesi3Koll 06paszno2o crogoynompedaenus. Jlunesucmuieckuil Kpumepuii 0CHOBAH HA 68€0E€HUU HOBbIX
cpeocme nepedadu 00pasHOCmu Ha yposHe Cloaa.
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INTRODUCTION

The tension that arises in connection with
the online media coverage of domestic and for-
eign political processes as shown by the events
of recent years, and in particular since the be-
ginning of 2022 (the brutal protests in Kazakh-
stan in January, protests in Georgia in March,
protests in Tajikistan in May and Armenia, pro-
tests in Moldova in June, etc.), often spills out in
the form of outbreaks of uncontrolled violence.
To resolve such situations, the usual means
within the powers of the police are not enough.
The militarization of law enforcement in such
cases inevitably leads to a change in the vector
of public perception of its representatives.

Currently the trend of partial or significant
transfer of the functionality of the military institu-
tions to law enforcement agencies (pic. 1), as
noted by Ch. Dunlap, dates back to the 1980s
when regulations were passed at the official level
authorizing “the use of military equipment and
expertise in support of civilian law enforcement
agencies. However, the law still prohibits a mili-
tary member from “direct participation” in most
circumstances in the “search, seizure, arrest, or
other similar activity” [Dunlap 1999: 217].

In this article, of research interest is the
question of the novelty of metaphors that arise
during the actualization of social and military-
political conflicts and protests in which law en-
forcement agencies are militarized. For reasons
of convenience and speed of transmission of
news reports as well as the possibility of dis-
cussing in chats, the Telegram messenger is of
particular interest. It has significantly expanded
its audience due to the restrictions imposed on
other messengers and platforms. By means of
a wide sample user comments regarding the
image of law enforcement officers were select-
ed in order to further consider options for de-
termining the degree of novelty of figurative
word usage according to the classifications dis-
cussed below.

1. THE CRITERIA FOR METAPHOR
DIFFERENTIATION INTO CLASSES

Among the researchers of metaphor, spe-
cial attention is paid to the question of the “life
cycle” of word usages, i.e. about the relevance
and productivity of any image within the frame-
work of modern speech reality.

CIVILIAN POLICE MILITARY

Core Function

Controlling crime and

Securing the state against

maintaining public order by
prevertion or, failing that,
through apprehension,

external threat through
deterrence or, failing that,
military action,

Focus Internal.

External.

Source of Legitimacy Representatives of the

community / law.

Agents of the incumbent
government.

Institutional Culture

individual responsibility high.

Professional, value-oriented,

Professional, value-oriented,
hierarchical, responsibility
allocated top down,

Pic.1
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Thus, among the many classifications of
metaphors proposed by researchers due to the
multidimensionality of the very essence of met-
aphor, as well as the diversity of typologies of
principles for separation, the existence of two
types of metaphors is recognized: linguistic and
speech (artistic). A speech metaphor in scien-
tific research appears in many incarnations and
nominations (poetic, occasional, creative, tropi-
cal, individual, individual author's, etc.). The
broadest sense and all-embracing definition
that unites and unifies all the specific properties
of these nominations is an artistic metaphor.
Linguistic metaphors are also known as com-
mon, general poetic, erased, buried, dead, con-
ventional. All nominations are based on the
ability of the language to “accept” new images
and properties of the designated phenomena
into its structure. In this vein, it should be noted
that speech metaphors rarely take root and do
not lose their imagery. Summarizing the above,
the main difference between linguistic meta-
phors and speech metaphors is the difference
in semantic and communicative nature as well
as the status of these metaphors in vocabulary
(linguistic metaphors penetrate into vocabulary
with a fixed meaning, speech metaphors are
mobile and cannot be fixed in the lexical com-
position).

Metaphors counting methods depend on
the criteria for their differentiation into classes,
proposed by one or another author. Classifica-
tions of metaphors can be based on a binary
opposition (“living” — “dead”) as well as on a
relatively large number of factors. An important
role is played by the frequency of use of one or
another expression or its connection with tem-
poral realities.

George Lakoff points out the need for
greater clarity regarding the essence of the
concept of “dead metaphor” since the lack of a
clear delineation of criteria for classifying a par-
ticular word usage as “outdated” contributes to
the emergence of contradictions in scientific
research. In the article “The Death of a Dead
Metaphor”, through a series of examples, he
demonstrates the fallacy of the theory that any
figurative expression that is not new or not re-
lated to poetic innovation should be considered
“dead”. The basis for criticism of this approach
is the cognitive mapping of the properties of
one object to another, as a result of which a
certain image is broadcast. Lakoff considers it
appropriate to differentiate metaphors into his-
torical, common (hackneyed), single (one-shot)
and target-defined metaphorization process
[Lakoff 1987: 145].

K. Muller adheres to the position of J. La-
koff and points out that the sphere-source of
common metaphors in speech may be relevant

55

for a particular individual or author at a certain
point in time and not relevant for another at any
other period. This approach suggests that
metaphoricity is not just an attribute of linguis-
tics, but a cognitive achievement of the ad-
dressee and recipient: a writer, reader or listen-
er. Moreover, the researcher claims that meta-
phorization is characterized by gradation (de-
pending on the context in which this or that
word usage functions) and dynamism (transition
from accentuation to the perceiving side of the
metaphorization process to the productive one)
[Maller 2008: 3-11].

Paul Rico notes that a metaphor is the
creation of a new meaning in the context of a
specific sentence, and therefore it cannot be
considered from the point of view of lexicology.
It is syntactic constructions that make it possi-
ble to activate the aggregate meaning of indi-
vidual words that make up it. Thus, the question
of the legal capacity or extinction of a metaphor
cannot be directly related to the lexical criterion
[Ricoeur 1986].

The criterion for asserting that a metaphor
has been erased can be the recipient's ability to
perceive its sensual (pictorial) side, as well as
the source of the figurative transfer. Those. the
absence of a connection between the actual-
ized image or the inability to identify its relation
to a particular area of linguistic and cultural re-
ality in the mind of an ordinary person indicates
that this metaphor cannot be considered pro-
ductive and has died out.

Researcher H. de Landscher, through the
content analysis of the Dutch political dis-
course, examines the issue of the novelty of
metaphors from the point of view of their rank-
ing according to the degree of imagery, which
makes it possible to empirically fix indicators of
the metaphorical index (MPlI — Metaphorical
Power Index) based on frequency (MFI - Meta-
phorical Frequency Index) , pragmatic potential
(force of impact) (MIl - Metaphorical Intensity
Index) and content (the initial region of figura-
tive transfer) (MCI - Metaphorical Content In-
dex). The calculation of each of the parameters
is carried out according to the method proposed
by the researcher with the given parameters.
Thus, de Landscher, through mathematical op-
erations, defines a method for calculating the
frequency of metaphors per 100 words of a text,
according to which the higher the number (n)
of metaphorical word usage (me) in relation to
the number of words (wo), the higher the index
itself.

MFI = nme x 100 / nwo

The index of impact or intensity takes into
account the criterion of the novelty of meta-
phors, while the priority is given to those imag-
es that are the most original or carry previously
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unused individual author's meanings and mean-
ings. Yes Landscher divides words into weak or
worn out with the lowest coefficient of impact
(1), common or conventional with an average
index (2), and strong (author's) metaphors with
the highest coefficient (3). The calculation is
carried out by the sum of all units, distributed
according to the selected groups and multiplied
by the appropriate coefficient, which are then
divided by the total number of metaphors.

The content index is focused on the sphere-
source of metaphorical transfer and allows you
to determine which areas are most widely rep-
resented on the basis of an empirically ground-
ed scale and rank them in terms of frequency
and importance in the context of the research
[De Landtsheer 2015: 211-214].

Andrew Goatley offers a classification ac-
cording to the degree of wear and tear and
highlights dead, buried, sleeping, tired and liv-
ing metaphors. The distinction is based on the
relation of word usage to the topic / context
(theme) of communication, source of transfer
(grounds), target of transfer (vehicle) or to the
vehicle term, i.e. the concept through which the
metaphor is activated, as well as to the lexicon.
Particular attention is paid to the way of imple-
menting metaphors in speech. The researcher
notes that live (active) metaphors are especially
dependent on the topic and the context in which
they are implemented, the most diverse in rela-
tion to the source and target of the figurative
transfer. In sleeping and tired metaphors, the
basis of metaphorization is so inexpressive that
it is difficult to separate it from the general
theme [Goatly 2005: 32-34].

2. THE CRITERION OF POLITICAL
RELEVANCE FOR DETERMINING
THE NOVELTY OF METAPHORS

As noted earlier, metaphors depend not on-
ly on the cognitive abilities and perceptual
framework of the individual. It might be advisa-
ble to take into account the broader political
context, i.e. socio-political conditions in which
figurative word usage functions. The scale and
novelty of the problem can determine the nature
of the metaphorical transfer / identification of
the events taking place. In this regard, it seems
possible to single out the criterion of political
relevance, according to which it is possible to
divide metaphors into:

* metaphors that convey new conceptual
meanings and meanings in connection with
the emergence of new political situations
that have no precedents;

* metaphors that activate images from any
spheres and political realities fixed in the
consciousness of society and an individual
by means of precedent names;
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+ a kind of archaic metaphors the origin and
convertible meaning of which have been
forgotten and therefore their use in speech
is resorted to less and less, and in some
cases such word usage is subject to
“speech oblivion”.

In this regard it seems possible to consider
relatively new such word usages that refer to
concepts that are relevant to the modern politi-
cal picture of the world: color revolutions
(Krasilnikova N.A. 2008, Budina M.E. 2015),
cyber terrorism (Isaeva E.V. 2012, 2015) and
other topical problems and phenomena of mod-
ern reality.

The specifics of the events unfolding in the
post-Soviet space since the beginning of 2022
(however, the protests in Belarus in 2020-2021
can also be attributed here), in the context of
their media coverage in the information chan-
nels of the Internet space, it is possible to ex-
plore a huge amount of linguistic material. The
active involvement of police officers to suppress
the raging participants in protests and demon-
strations led to a massive discussion of the le-
gality of their use of official powers. As a rule,
word usages that convey the pragmatic mean-
ings of “cruelty”, “violence”, “arbitrariness” are
updated most quickly. These meanings are
spread most widely in the segment of liberally
oriented and foreign media resources, which
echoes to a certain extent the global trend of
discrediting law enforcement agencies originat-
ing from protest movements in the United
States (“Defund the Police”, “BlackLivesMatter”,
“StopPoliceBrutality”, etc.). The change in the
vector of perception of the image of law en-
forcement agencies from neutral and often ini-
tially negative (due to the relatively low level of
trust in the police in a number of countries) to-
wards a radically negative one is exacerbated
by the introduction of metaphors with the
“WAR” source sphere.

Will anyone tell me why are we occupied
by our own law enforcement?

| wonder when they’'d start wearing green
instead of blue. Doesn’t match their actions.

Citizens "Restrained" By The Gestapo.

Upon becoming a cop they give away their
identity, their nationality, creed, race, gender
and religion. Fascist indeed.

When analyzing the pragmatic meanings
underlying such comments, it is difficult to as-
sert that they translate new conceptual mean-
ings and meanings: actualized political situa-
tions even over the past few years have many
analogues (precedent names from previous
military conflicts are activated).

A fresh and not “hackneyed” image of a po-
liceman allows creating a technologically ad-
vanced and innovative nature of the sphere-
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source of metaphorical transfer (drones, super-
sonic developments, etc.).

Not long ago many officers were ex-military
and sensible, now we have legions of Uni edu-
cated middle class socialist indoctrinated
drones being put into uniform.

Dunno...anyone attempting a protest will
face police Sonics.

3. THE LINGUISTIC CRITERION
FOR DETERMINING THE NOVELTY
OF METAPHORS

As noted earlier, the language of Internet
communications itself is becoming a kind of
new version of a standardized language with a
number of specific features [AbuSa’aleek 2015:
http]. Consequently, figurative word usage can
be transformed according to the environment in
which they are implemented. In this regard, it
seems possible to propose a linguistic criteri-
on for determining the novelty of meta-
phors, based on the introduction of new means
of transferring imagery at the word level. These
include means of textual expression and trans-
formation that can turn even an ordinary word
into a capacious image endowed with a variety
of meanings and implications:

1.Telescoping is the merging of two or more
truncated (splinter) stems or words, as well as
the merging of a full word / stem with a truncat-
ed (splinter) word, as a result of which a new
word is formed - a telescopic unit, fully or par-
tially combining the meaning of all incoming
structural components [Astafurova, Sukhoru-
kova 2006: 183].

Robocops!

The mighty police Frankenbot — chilling...

This still a whole lot of Copaganda.

2.Word formation — changing words or the
creation of new lexemes.

The Police-ization of the Military.

This example depicts the shift of meaning
of the process of transferring the qualities of
one institute to another by means of adding af-
fix ‘iazation’. It is peculiar and not common to
change these words as they usually come in a
different order — “Militarization of Police”.

3.Transformations — include the addition or
reduction of one or more letters (symbols) to
create a new image or meaning, often with the
use of an uppercase case to emphasize the
recipient's attention:

Like poLlEticians the standard of our
poLIEce is at an all time low and they
coninually forget...

It seems impossible to translate such trans-
formations, preserving the original intentions
and form, but for a native speaker they are vis-
ual and emotionally colored. So, the addressee
of the statement adds the letter “e” to the basis
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of the words politician and police, due to which
a new word is formed lie, which means a lie in
translation.

Many folks who are drown to work in law
"en-FORCE-ment" have psychopathic person-
ality traits.

In this example, "law enforcement”, which is
equivalent to the English version of "law en-
forcement”, emphasizes the word "force". High-
lighting this component allows you to change
the meaning of the statement, creating a capa-
cious way to reflect the true motives of those
who want to work in the police: the ability to use
force against citizens.

Oh, Puh-lice!

This example broadcasts the phonetic
scheme of pronunciation of the word "police"
with a characteristic intonation and a fixed
meaning of disdain and irony - "l beg you!" or
"oh, this / this! ...".

4.Reductions:

Here come the Po-po!

The example reflects the trend towards lin-
guistic economy by means of reducing the full-
valued word “police” to the initial syllable “po”.
Its double repetition symbolizes law enforce-
ment officers exercising patrolling the area in
pairs.

5.Word play - is an ingenious thing that in-
volves the use of one word instead of another
or the substitution of one meaning for another
meaning of the same word.

These police are trying to 'screw' the
'driver'...

The addressee of the statement appeals to
a situation in which law enforcement officials
considered the screwdriver to be a potentially
dangerous weapon and therefore the reason for
the detention of a certain driver. The pun in this
context consists in splitting the word “screw-
driver” into two independent units belonging to
different parts of speech: the verb “to screw”
with the meaning “to spoil, oppress, substitute”
and the noun “a driver” - “driver”’. The result of
transformation allows achieving a comic and
somewhat ironic effect.

CONCLUSIONS

Modern realities provide researchers with
platforms for linguistic analysis of non-
institutional police Internet discourse in the con-
text of the escalation of social protests in differ-
ent language segments of the network. There is
a trend towards an increase in the number of
metaphorical word usages with the source
sphere “WAR” that implies existence of a
change in the pragmatic meanings of the func-
tions of the police.

For a number of existing classifications for
determining the novelty of images it seems
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possible to add such criteria that will allow dif-
ferentiation at the level of context (criterion of
political relevance) and lexemes (linguistic crite-
rion). In relation to the considered material, it
would be wrong to assert that the updated meta-
phors are new and nonconventional, since for
the most part they appeal to previous events and
precedent names (names of combatant military
police units and punitive detachments, political
movements of other countries, slogans, etc.).

Metaphorical word usage in non-institu-
tional Internet discourse has an impressive po-
tential for deployment and creation of new images
through all sorts of linguistic means, while there is
a desire for a kind of "compactness" and capacity
to simplify the perception of meanings by the re-
cipient. In the opinion of the authors it is the met-
aphorical word usage mediated by the new virtual
environment of Internet communications that can
generate new meanings.
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